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The critical issue of stewardship today is trust. Trust in God. Trust in our church. And trust in 
ourselves.  
 
All around us, and even within ourselves, we see manifestations of distrust__skepticism and 
secularism, materialism, individualism and competition. 
 
Trust is inseparable from faith and belief. Since those qualities, and the cooperation and 
community they nurture, are in short supply today, it should not surprise us that there is a crisis 
of trust. 
 
We need not seek far for the source of this crisis of trust. It originated in the secular world, not in 
the church. Sad to say, society and culture today have much more impact upon religion than 
religious values and priorities have upon society.  
 
How has society led us to distrust God? Society has convinced us that there is not enough to go 
around, and so we must compete with each other for the scarce resources that exist. 
 
Our fear of scarcity has no foundation in scripture. Jesus says "I have come in order that you 
might know the abundance of life." (John 10:10) As William C. Green puts it, "So strong is 
scripture in this sense of abundance and ‘having enough’ that it is hardly surprising to come 
across Paul proclaiming that even amid utter weakness, God’s grace ‘is sufficient’." (2 
Corinthians 12:9) Yet fear that we will want drives out faith in God’s providence. 
 
How has society led us to distrust our church? 
 
We have allowed our culture’s distrust of institutions to influence our attitude toward our faith 
community, as if it were merely another non_profit organization. We have forgotten that, 
especially in the United Church of Christ, our relationship with the church is unique because it is 
based upon a solemn and binding contract. In our reformed communion, churches are constituted 
by entering into a mutual covenant with God and with one another. Yet a consumerist attitude 
leads us to ask only what the church can do for us.  
 
Perhaps the greatest irony of all is that society has led us to distrust even ourselves__to deny our 
very nature.  
 
Scripture teaches that God created us in the divine image. As the Quakers put it, there is that of 
God in every person. With such genes, we should be giving people because God is nothing if not 
generous. Yet, as Walter Brueggemann observes, "The great contradiction is that we have more 
and more money and less and less generosity–less and less...money for the needy, less charity for 
the neighbor." 
 
This is the critical issue of stewardship today. Unable to trust God’s promise of abundance, 
unwilling to trust the church with our gifts, we squeeze our hands into fists and end up 



distrusting our authentic selves. 
 
How can we release ourselves from the grip of this crisis? 
 
First, by repenting of our submission to the sway of secularism and materialism. 
 
Then by rededicating our lives to God, and ourselves to our church. 
 
Only after those steps will come the recovery of trust in ourselves. 
 
 “There is that of God in every person.” 
 


